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Contributors to this issue of the Utah Patriot: 

Doug McGregor, Larry Florence, Shirley Flor-

ence, Trent Grandy, Frank Gagliardi, Jay 

Chapman, Jeff McKenna, Bill Simpson (Editor) 

The Founding Fathers were aware of the story of the Plymouth Pilgrims. They knew of their 

departure from England to Holland to achieve religious liberty. Over the course of several 

years, the Pilgrims determined the liberty they desired was not going to be realized in the 

Netherlands and plans were made to travel to the Americas. Upon arrival in 1620 they estab-

lished themselves and realized the religious freedom they desired. At the time of the beginning 

of the American Revolution in 1775, it has been estimated 98% of colonists were Protestants 

and 1.9% were Roman Catholic.*  

John Adams, who typifies many of the Founding Fathers, was very bold in expressing his deep-

ly held religious beliefs such as recognizing “no sovereign but God, and no king but Jesus!”. 

One of his more well-known quotes is: “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious 

people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” From the Constitution’s preamble 

the Founding Fathers declared the Constitution was “ordain[ed] and establish[ed]” to, “secure 

the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity…” 

Is religion and morality essential to the preservation of Liberty and Freedom? Can a nation of 

freemen endure without the influence of the Christian religion? Let us consider a few of the 

Founding Fathers and their words on this subject. 

Jedidiah Morse was a geographer who wrote textbooks. He was also a minister, historian, and 

educator. He was the father of Samuel, the telegraphy pioneer and painter. Jedidiah Morse is 

remembered as the “Father of American Geography”. Morse said: 

“To the kindly influence of Christianity, we owe that degree of civil freedom and political and 

social happiness which mankind now enjoys. All efforts made to destroy the foundations of our 

Holy Religion ultimately tend to the subversion also of our political freedom and happiness. In 

proportion as the genuine effects of Christianity are diminished in any nation… in the same 

proportion will the people of that nation recede from the blessings of genuine freedom… 

Whenever the pillars of Christianity shall be overthrown, our present republican forms of gov-

ernment – and all the blessings which flow from them – must fall with them.” 

-- Jedidiah Morse, A Sermon, Exhibiting the Present Dangers and Consequent Duties of the Citizens of the 

United States of America, delivered at Charlestown, April 25, 1799, the day of the National Fast (MA: 

Printed by Samuel Etheridge, 1799), p. 9. 

Another is Noah Webster who was a Revolutionary War soldier. He became a judge, legisla-

tor, and prominent educator. He was an editor to the Federalist Pa-

pers, wrote and published his famous 1828 Dictionary, and is re-

membered as the “School Master to America.” Webster had a great 

love and interest in the education of America’s youth. He was a keen 

observer of society and held strong values regarding the preserva-

tion of liberty. As a Founding Father who gave us the meaning of 

words, and understood deeply the requirements for maintaining 

freedom and liberty, Webster said: 

“[T]he religion which has introduced civil liberty is the religion of Christ 

and His apostles… This is genuine Christianity and to this we owe our 

free constitutions of government.” 

-- Noah Webster, History of the United States (New Haven: Durrie and Peck, 1832), p. 300. 

“The moral principles and precepts found in the Scriptures ought to form the basis of all our 

civil constitutions and laws. . . .[O]ur citizens should early understand that the genuine source 

Noah Webster 
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of correct republican principles is the Bible, particularly 

the New Testament, or the Christian religion.”  

-- Noah Webster, History of the United States (New Haven: 

Durrie and Peck, 1832), p. 6. 

“[T]he Christian religion… is the basis, or rather the 

source, of all genuine freedom in government… I am 

persuaded that no civil government of a republican form 

can exist and be durable in which the principles of Christi-

anity have not a controlling influence.” 

-- Noah Webster, K. Alan Snyder, Defining Noah Webster: Mind 

and Morals in the Early Republic (New York: University Press of 

America, 1990), p. 253, to James Madison on October 16, 1829. 

We remember John Hancock, President of the 2nd Conti-

nental Congress, whose large signature was written on the 

Declaration of Independence. He became the Governor of 

Massachusetts. Hancock said: 

“Sensible of the importance of Christian piety and virtue 

to the order and happiness of a state, I cannot but ear-

nestly commend to you every measure for their support 

and encouragement.” 

-- John Hancock, Independent Chronicle (Boston), November 2, 

1780, last page; see also Abram English Brown, John Hancock, 

His Book (Boston: Lee and Shepard, 1898), p. 269. 

Another memorable Founding Father of the American Revo-

lution is Patrick Henry who famously said, “Give me Liberty 

or Give me Death!” Liberty or Death became a motto 

throughout the Revolutionary War. He became a General 

during the war, was a legislator, and Governor of Virginia. 

Henry said: 

“The great pillars of all government and of social life 

[are] virtue, morality, and religion. This is the armor, my 

friend, and this alone, that renders us invincible.” 

-- Patrick Henry, Patrick Henry: Life, Correspondence and 

Speeches, William Wirt Henry, editor (New York: Charles Scrib-

ner’s Sons, 1891), Vol. II, p. 592, to Archibald Blair on January 8, 

1799. 

James Madison was the great mind behind the Constitution 

and was one of its signers. He co-authored the Federalist 

Papers and was the framer of the Bill of Rights. He served 

as Secretary of State under President Thomas Jefferson 

and became the fourth President of the U.S.A. Madison 

said:   

“That religion, or the duty which we owe to our CREA-

TOR, and the manner of discharging it, can be directed 

only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence; 

and therefore, all men are equally entitled to the free 

exercise of religion, according to the dictates of con-

science; and that it is the mutual duty of all to practice 

Christian forbearance, love, and charity; towards each 

other.” 

-- James Madison (Also attributed to George Mason), Virginia 

Declaration of Rights, 1776 

The author of the Declaration of Independence and third 

President of the United States, Thomas Jefferson was one of 

the key minds in determining independence from Great 

Britain and establishing a Constitutional Republic. Jefferson 

had a library of over 7,000 volumes. He was one of the 

best-read men of his time. Jefferson said this: 

“The practice of morality being necessary for the well-

being of society, He [God] has taken care to impress its 

precepts so indelibly on our hearts that they shall not be 

effaced by the subtleties of our brain. We all agree in the 

obligation of the moral principles of Jesus and nowhere 

will they be found delivered in greater purity than in His 

discourses.” 

-- Thomas Jefferson, The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, Alberty 

Ellery Bergh, editor (Washington D.C.: The Thomas Jefferson 

Memorial Association, 1904), Vol. XII, p. 315, to James Fishback, 

September 27, 1809. 

Gouverneur Morris served as a New York 

representative to the 2nd Continental 

Congress. He was a signatory to the U.S. 

Constitution and wrote the Preamble to 

the United States Constitution. He has 

been called the "Penman of the Constitu-

tion". He was an outspoken opponent of 

slavery. He represented New York as a 

Senator. Morris said: 

“There must be religion. When that 

ligament is torn, society is disjointed and its members per-

ish… [T]he most important of all lessons is the denuncia-

tion of ruin to every state that rejects the precepts of 

religion.”  

-- Governeur Morris, Letters of Delegates to Congress: February 

1, 1778-May 31, 1778, Paul H. Smith, editor (Washington DC: 

Library of Congress, 1982), Vol. 9, pp. 729-730, Gouverneur 

Morris to General Anthony Wayne on May 21, 1778. 

Benjamin Rush is remembered as the man who influenced the 

feuding John Adams and Thomas Jefferson to reconcile. He 

was a signer of the Declaration of Independence and 

served as Surgeon General during the Revolutionary War. 

He participated in the ratification of the Constitution and is 

known as the “Father of Public Schools Under the Constitu-

tion”, and the “Father of American Medicine”. Rush said: 

“The Bible, when not read in schools, is seldom read in 

any subsequent period of life… [T]he Bible… should be 

read in our schools in preference to all other books be-

cause it contains the greatest portion of that kind of 

knowledge which is calculated to produce private and 

public happiness.” 

-- Benjamin Rush, Essays, Literary, Moral & Philosophical 

(Philadelphia: Thomas & Samuel F. Bradford, 1798), pp. 94, 100, 

“A Defence of the Use of the Bible as a School Book.” 

Daniel Webster was born in 1782, one year before the 

Treaty of Paris which officially ended the American Revolu-

tionary War. He was not a Founding Father but has come 

down in history as “Defender of the Constitution”. He was a 

brilliant attorney who argued over 200 cases before the 

U.S. Supreme Court between 1814 and his death in 1852. 

Governeur Morris 
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He served in both the House and the Senate. He was a key 

supporter of John Quincy Adams’ bid to become President. 

Daniel Webster said: 

“[T]he Christian religion – its general principles – must 

ever be regarded among us as the foundation of civil 

society.” 

-- Daniel Webster, Mr. Webster’s Speech in Defence of the Chris-

tian Ministry and in Favor of the Religious Instruction of the Young. 

Delivered in the Supreme Court of the United States, February 

10, 1844, in the Case of Stephen Girard’s Will (Washington: 

Printed by Gales and Seaton, 1844), p. 41. 

U.S. Congressman Joseph Story born 1779 was appointed 

by President James Madison to the U.S. Supreme Court at 

age 32. He is remembered as the “Father of American Ju-

risprudence” and for his Commentaries on the Constitution 

of the United States, first published in 1833. To this day it is 

a critical source of historical information about the forming 

of the American republic and the early struggles to define 

its laws. He taught from the bench: 

“One of the beautiful boasts of our municipal jurispru-

dence is that Christianity is a part of the Common Law. 

There never has been a period in which the Common Law 

did not recognize Christianity as lying at its foundations.”. 

. . “I verily believe that Christianity is necessary to sup-

port a civil society and shall ever attend to its institutions 

and acknowledge its precepts as the pure and natural 

sources of private and social happiness.” 

-- Joseph Story, Life and Letters of Joseph Story, William W. 

Story, editor (Boston: Charles C. Little and James Brown, 1851), 

Vol. II, p. 8 and p. 92, March 24, 1801. 

We now look to the “Father of our Country”, George 

Washington; before we read his 1776 statement to the 

Continental Army, we will hear from his adopted grand-

daughter Nellie Custis Lewis as to her grandfather’s religi-

osity. Nellie said of her grandfather, “[He] had a pew in 

Pohick Church, and one in Christ Church at Alexandria… I 

have a perfect recollection of 

being there… with him and my 

grandmother.… In New York and 

Philadelphia, he never omitted 

attendance at church in the morn-

ing, unless detained by indisposi-

tion… No one in church attended 

to the services with more reveren-

tial respect.… I should have 

thought it the greatest heresy to 

doubt his firm belief in Christianity. 

His life, his writings, prove that he 

was a Christian. He was not one of those who act or pray, 

“that they may be seen of men.” He communed with his God 

in secret.… [He] always received the sacrament with my 

grandmother before the revolution. When my aunt, Miss Custis 

[Martha “Patsy”] died suddenly at Mount Vernon, before they 

could realize the event, he knelt by her and prayed most fer-

vently, most affectingly, for her recovery. Of this I was assured 

by Judge Washington’s mother and other witnesses.” (Eleanor 

“Nellie” Custis Lewis, letter dated: Woodlawn, 26 February 

1833, to Mr. Jared Sparks)    

In 1776 Washington Said, “The blessing and protection of 

Heaven are at all times necessary but especially so in times of 

public distress and danger. The General hopes and trusts that 

every officer and man will endeavor to live and act as be-

comes a Christian soldier, defending the dearest rights and 

liberties of his country.” 

-- George Washington, The Writings of George Washing-

ton, John C. Fitzpatrick, editor (Washington: Government 

Printing Office, 1932), Vol. 5, p. 245, July 9, 1776 Order. 

We have heard it said, “Eternal Vigilance is the Price of 

Liberty”. Did you know this saying comes from John Philpott 

Curran one of the best-known Irish lawyers of his day. He 

said in a speech before the Privy Council on July 10, 1790, 

“It is the common fate of the indolent to see their rights be-

come a prey to the active. The condition upon which God hath 

given liberty to man is eternal vigilance, which condition if he 

break, servitude is at once the consequence of his crime, and 

the punishment of his guilt.” 

The Founding Fathers knew a thorough understanding of 

Freedom’s requirements and a firm resolve to diligently and 

vigilantly conform to those requirements is the duty of a 

people who would have liberty and remain free. 

Sources: 

-Bringing Back The Blacked Robed Regiment – A Call for Preachers Who Will 

Fight, Volumes 1 and 2 by Dan Fisher, Tate Publishing and Enterprises, LLC, 

2013. 

-George Washington’s Sacred Fire by Peter Lillback,   ISI Distributed Titles; 1st 

edition (January 1, 2008) 

-The Founders’ Bible – The Origin of the Dream of Freedom. Signature Historian 

David Barton, Brad Cumings & Lance Wubbels, General Editors, Shiloh Road 

Publishers, 2012. 

-*https://www.coursehero.com/file/37256521/disc2-hist53docx 

-https://wallbuilders.com 

George Washington 

Members and Associates 

A SPECIAL REPORT and INVITATION! 

It’s only three years away – it will be here before we know it! 

Nothing this significant has occurred since 1976—the Bicentennial. 

It’s the Semi-quincentennial – the 250th Anniversary of the Declara-

tion of Independence – the Birthday of the United States of Ameri-

ca – July 4, 2026! 

This is a call for Utah SAR members to assume leadership roles for 

Wasatch Front and Northern Utah chapters. In all Utah chapters  to 

join the color guard, or get involved in committees, or to simply be 

numbered among those who will provide patriotic service!  

Our aspirations include having several active chapters who be-

tween now and 2026 will help commemorate Washington’s birth-

day, provide recognition and awards to citizens in their communities 

who are providing patriotic contributions. To support National SAR 

and the Utah Daughters of the American Revolution in their 250th 

Continued on  page 4 
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1772 was a significant year for events leading up to the Ameri-

can Revolution. Two major 

events were the Gaspee 

Affair and Sam Adams form-

ing the first Committee of 

Correspondence. We howev-

er will look at an event not 

often talked about in history, 

we will examine The Pine 

Tree Riot. The Pine Tree Riot 

was an act of resistance to 

British royal authority under-

taken by American colonists in New Hampshire. Having read this 

story, you will have an understanding why pine trees appeared on 

American Revolutionary War flags. 

Mast Pines 

By the late 17th century, the construction and maintenance of the 

huge number of ships required to build and defend the British Empire 

left few trees in Britain suitable for use as large spars. Eastern white 

pines from colonial New England were 

superior timber for the single-stick masts 

and booms of the day. These trees be-

came highly coveted by the King’s master 

ship builders, so to satisfy their demands, 

and maintain Britain’s naval and trading 

advantage, a law in 1708 was passed 
Continued on  Page 5 

A similar flag is shown engraved on the February 

1776 powder horn of Major General Richard Gridley 

as a flag used at the siege of Louisbourg in 1745. 

in New Hampshire to protect selected white 

pines for British shipbuilding. The act of 1708 

replicated a 1691 law in England declaring 

all pines with a diameter greater than 24 

inches to be the exclusive property of the 

Crown. In 1722 The New Hampshire General 

Court changed the diameter to 12 inches. 

Violators faced a fine of 50 pounds for each 

illegally harvested tree. The Crown appoint-

ed “Surveyors of the King’s Woods” to iden-

tify all suitable “mast pines” with the “broad arrow”. 

In 1734 history records “The Mast Tree Riot of Copyhold Mill”. In 

this account we learn of David Dunbar, Surveyor General to the 

Crown who decided to inspect a lumber mill in Copyhold. When 

word got out that Dunbar was in town, several townsmen gathered 

at the mill, and refused to let him conduct his inspection. Some even 

shot off their flintlocks as a warning for him to leave. He did leave 

but returned with ten armed men. They stopped at the local tavern 

to refresh themselves before going to the lumber mill. Several of 

the local townsmen had gotten word that Dunbar was back in town 

and was at the Tavern. They “Disguised as Indians” and attacked 

Dunbar and his men. No one was seriously injured, but the message 

to Dunbar was clear, don’t come back! 

After this incident, for a number of years, The Pine Tree law was not 

strictly enforced. This changed when John Wentworth was appoint-

ed governor of the New Hampshire colony in 1766. Wentworth 

was not a tyrant, but he chose to hold firm on The Pine Tree law, 

and this contributed to growing discontent among the colonists. 

Cheated From A Defense 

In late 1771 and early 1772, the Deputy Surveyor of New Hamp-

shire, John Sherman, ordered a search of all sawmills for illegally 

harvested white pines with the broad arrow mark of the Crown. Six 

mills were found to be in violation. On February 7, 1772, the New 

Hampshire Gazette published the names of the owners of the mills 

as offenders. Samuel Blodgett was hired as the mill owners’ lawyer, 

but Blodgett was persuaded by Governor Wentworth to accept the 

job of Surveyor of the King’s Woods. Blodgett told the mill owners 

they should pay their fines and declined to take any further action 

on their behalf. The mill owners in the town of Goffstown paid the 

fine, but the mill owners in the town of Weare would not pay. 

The mill owners in Weare were organized and led by Ebenezer 

Mudgett. The court issued a warrant for his arrest and Benjamin 

Whiting, Sheriff of Hillsborough County and his Deputy John 

Quigley served the warrant on April 13, 1772, arresting Mudgett. 

Mudgett agreed to pay his bail the next morning and was re-

leased. The Sheriff and his Deputy took a room at the Pine Tree 

Tavern for the night. Meanwhile, word of Mudgett’s arrest spread 

throughout the town, many of the townsmen gathered at Mudgett’s 
The Broad Arrow 

Governor John Wentworth 

efforts as well as local communi-

ties.  

To have many more color guards-

men who can provide simultaneous 

service at various locations on Sat-

urday, July 4, 2026. Trained 

group of color guardsmen, who 

have their own flintlocks and can 

perform for Saturday, April 19, 

2025, to commemorate the 250th 

anniversary of The Shot Heard 

Round the World! We are very interested in those who can play the 

fife or would like to learn how to play the fife. 

And after 2026, providing ongoing patriotic service at the chapter 

level to do our part to help keep the flame of liberty burning 

brightly in Utah! 

This will be the last opportunity for many of us to be a part of a 

most significant commemoration of our country’s founding. Please 

take a step forward and contact the Utah SAR Secretary to express 

your willingness to get involved! Email:  

UTSAR-Sec-Tre@Outlook.com. 

The Road to Independence 
250 years ago – 1772 

mailto:UTSAR-Sec-Tre@Outlook.com
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“It cannot be emphasized too clearly and too often that this nation was founded, not 
by religionists, but by Christians; not on religion, but on the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
For this very reason, peoples of other faiths have been afforded asylum, prosperity, 

and freedom of worship here..” 
 

― Patrick Henry, May 1765, Speech to the House of Burgesses. 

house. Emotions were high, people incensed, yet some offered to 

help pay the bail. Others strongly opposed paying the bail and 

advocated that the Sheriff needed to be punished. The townsmen 

finally determined Sheriff Benjamin Whiting would be taught a 

lesson he would never forget! 

The Pine Tree Riot 

When the sun rose the next day, 20, some say as many as 40 men 

with their faces disguised, blackened with soot, were led by 

Mudgett to the tavern. The men kicked down the door to Sheriff 

Whiting’s room, seeing him in bed they rushed him before he could 

grab his pistols. The men had brought pine branches and were de-

termined to give him a lash for every tree being contested. Sheriff 

Whiting was grabbed by his arms and legs with his face to the 

floor. As several of the men held him up, several others brutally 

beat him with the tree branches. The Sheriff would later say he was 

convinced the men were going to kill him! 

Another group of men broke into Deputy Quigley’s room and gave 

him the same treatment. When the beatings were done, the rioters 

found the Sheriff’s and Deputy’s horses and cut off their ears, 

shaved their manes and tails – this to make the horses worthless in 

monetary value. The Sheriff and Deputy were hauled out of the 

Tavern, put on their horses and forced to ride out of town through a 

gauntlet of jeering townspeople, shouting and slapping at them as 

they road toward Goffstown. 

The King’s Soldiers Take Action 

Once free from the rioters, Sheriff Whiting immediately engaged 

the services of Colonel 

Moore and Edward G. Lut-

wyche who led a group of 

soldiers to Weare to arrest 

the perpetrators. The rioters 

had already fled into the 

woods without a trace, so 

the soldiers conducted a 

door-to-door search, one of 

the rioters was discovered and arrested. After having been per-

suaded to talk, others were named. They were ordered to post bail 

and appear in court. Eight men in total were charged with assault, 

rioting, and disturbing the peace. A four-judge panel heard the 

case in Superior Court in Amherst in September 1772. All eight of 

the rioters plead guilty and were fined 20 shillings (about 5 days 

wages) each and ordered to pay the cost of the court hearing. 

The Aftermath of the Riot 

Two years prior to the Boston Tea Party and three years before 

open hostilities began at the Battles of Lexington and Concord, The 

Pine Tree Riot was one of the first acts of forceful protest against 

the Crown. Newspapers across the Thirteen Colonies reported the 

Trumbull’s Bunker’s Hill Flag of 1775 

riot, the Committee of Correspondence wrote about the riot. Those 

who were becoming discontented with the Crown, were incensed by 

the Crown’s law concerning pine trees. 

According to legend, months prior to Colonel Joseph Reed’s sugges-

tion for using the pine on a flag, the pine was used on the flag that 

the colonists flew at the Battle of Bunker Hill in June 1775. The his-

torically accepted flag has a red field with the green pine tree in 

the upper left corner as depicted in John Trumbull’s The Death of 

General Warren at the Battle of Bunker’s Hill, June 17, 1775, paint-

ing. 

Given the pine tree’s significance to the colonists, General George 

Washington approved of a flag that would fly over America’s first 

Navy colonial warships, the pine offered an appropriate and ironic 

symbol, as it flew atop the very structure for which the British had 

sought to harvest the white pine. 

Appeal To Heaven 

The phrase found on Washington’s Cruisers Flag is a particular ex-

pression of the “right of revolution". This was used by British philoso-

pher John Locke in chapter 14 of his Second Treatise on Civil Gov-

ernment; published in 1690 as part of Two Treatises Government, 

refuting the theory of the divine right of kings. 

Locke’s works were well-known and frequently quoted by colonial 

leaders, being the most quoted authority on the government in the 

1760-1776 period prior to American independence. Before Colo-

nel Reed’s suggestion and 

Massachusetts General 

Court establishing the Pine 

Tree flag as the standard 

of the Massachusetts navy, 

“an appeal to Heaven” or 

similar expressions had 

been invoked by the Mas-

sachusetts Provincial Con-

gress in several resolutions, Patrick Henry in his Liberty or Death 

speech, and the Second Continental Congress in the Declaration of 

the Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms. Subsequently, it was 

used again by the Second Continental Congress in the Declaration 

of Independence. 

Washington’s Cruisers Flag – 1775 
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Naturalization Ceremony for Utah’s Newest 
Citizens 

On July 1, 2022, Compatriot Scott Swain, President of Roots of Free-

dom conducted a Naturali-

zation Ceremony held at the 

Scera Theater in Orem. 

Those who were to become 

Utah’s newest citizens gath-

ered with family and 

friends. The individuals who 

were there to be sworn in 

sat on the stage with digni-

taries and officials.  

Compatriot Swain provided 

a hearty welcome and 

reminded the audience of 

how significant and im-

portant the ceremony 

would be. He introduced the Utah SAR Color Guard who performed a 

flag ceremony which included the Pledge 

of Allegiance and National Anthem. 

President Trent Grandy, Secretary/

Treasurer Doug McGregor, Color Guard 

Commander Jesse Black, Compatriots 

Gregg Hansen, and Josh Elliott served as 

the Color Guard. Vice President and 

Chaplain Wade Alexander was there as 

Benjamin Franklin. 

Upon taking the Oath of Allegiance the 

participants were congratulated and 

welcomed as citizens. Utah Congressman 

John Curtis was in attendance and of-

fered his congratulations. American Le-

gion National Chairman on Emigration and Naturalization, Terry Peter-

WELCOME! 

Utah’s Youth Patriot Camps 

During the 2022 summer 

months of June, July and 

August, members of the 

State Society color 

guard provided support 

for Utah Patriot Camps 

held in: Draper, Farm-

ington, Lehi, Lindon, Lo-

gan, Midway, Murray, 

and Pleasant Grove. The 

Utah Patriot Camps are 

designed to take place 

for three hours for five 

days, for a total of 15 

hours of activities and 

learning. At camp, chil-

dren 1st through 6th 

grades learn about 

America’s Founding histo-

ry, what makes the Unit-

ed States unique from 

other nations, and the 

importance of liberty and 

freedom.  

Welcome New Member! 

We are happy to welcome the following new compatriots of the 

Utah Society SAR: 

• Michael S. Steck Washington, UT 

• Matthew B. Krebs Sandy, UT 

• James L. Harper Santa Clara, UT 

• Dandy H. Taylor Herriman, UT 

• Charles A. Castelberry Santa Clara, UT 

• Stephen B. Dixon St George, UT 

• Dennis H. Leavitt St George, UT 

June 23rd Lehi Patriot Camp 

Doug McGregor stands with youth Revolutionary War flag 

bearers 

Middle and high school students assist as helpers in the program, 

staffed by adults portraying historical figures such as: Joan of Arc, 

Christopher Columbus, Plymouth Pilgrims, and several Founding 

Fathers and Mothers. Each Patriot Camp averages attendance of 

100 to 130 youth participants. 

Members of the Utah SAR Color 

Guard receive invitations to reprise 

their role at one camp or another. 

Associate Gary Van Dolzer por-

trayed George Washington, Compat-

riot Wade Alexander portrayed Ben-

jamin Franklin, Compatriot Doug 

McGregor served as a Captain in the 

Continental Army, Compatriot Gregg 

Hansen wore the uniform of a Conti-

nental Soldier to work with the youth, 

and Associate Cap Cresap brought his 

displays and mortar cannon. He shot candy at the end of the Mid-

way final session to the delight of the children in attendance! 

August 11th Midway Youth Patriot Camp 

Youth flag ceremony led by “Captain” McGregor 

Congressman Curtis speaks to Utah’s 

newest citizens. 

Wade Alexander portrayed Benjamin 

Franklin at Draper, Farmington, Lehi, Lindon, 

Murray, and Pleasant Grove Camps 

Naturalization Ceremony Color Guard 

LtoR: Trent Grandy, Josh Elliott, Jesse Black, (a new citizen), 

Doug McGregor 

“Let divines and philosophers, statesmen and patriots, unite their endeavors to 
renovate the age by impressing the minds of men with the importance of educating 
their little boys and girls, inculcating in the minds of youth the fear and love of the 

Deity… and leading them in the study and practice of the exalted virtues of the 
Christian system.."  

 
-- Samuel Adams, October 4, 1790. 
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Each year thousands of school children living in the Bountiful area 

are taken, by bus, to the Bountiful City Park on the Thursday and 

Friday closest to September 17th – 

Constitution Day. Here the children 

interact with significant men and wom-

en from history, historical figures who 

have a bearing on freedom and lib-

erty, on the founding of the United 

States of America. The park is filled 

with tents, canopies, and displays; 

there is even a tepee. Volunteers in 

costume portray Plymouth Pilgrims, 

Founding Fathers and Mothers, and 

other notable people who influenced 

America’s ideals for liberty and free-

dom. Utah SAR Compatriot Wade Alexander portrays Benjamin 

Franklin, and Associate Gary VanDolzer portrays George Wash-

ington. 

On Saturday, September 17th, the 235th Anniversary of the Sign-

ing of the U.S. Constitution, members 

and associates of the Utah SAR gath-

ered at the park for Freedom’s Light 

“Family Day”. On Family Day, the 

Utah SAR color guard provided dis-

plays and Revolutionary War educa-

tion to the public. Four canopies were 

set up this year. One contained a “life 

of a soldier” display provided by 

Associate Scott Asay and his wife. 

Scott’s table had exact replica items 

that were typically used by a soldier 

during the American Revolution. 

Dressed in an exact replica wool and linen Continental Uniform, 

Scott interacted with the public and told them the story of life as a 

soldier. 

Next to him was the canopy of Associate Cap Cresap. Cap had 

four mannequins, each dressed in a 

different Revolutionary War outfit. 

He had several types of flintlocks on 

display and brought three cannons 

and one mortar. Cap talked with the 

public about military uniforms and, 

twice, provided cannon education, 

followed by a cannon firing demon-

stration. He used his mortar cannon as 

a “candy cannon” and twice shot 

candy out of it, to the delight of the 

attending children. 

Next to Cap’s canopy was another 

canopy containing the Utah SAR “Heroes of the American Revolu-

tion” poster display. From these posters, the public learned about 

lesser-known Revolutionary War heroes and their contributions to 

the cause of freedom. Placed prominently around the canopies 

4th of July at This Is The Place Heritage Park 

For several years the This Is The Place Heritage Park organization 

has made invitations for the Utah SAR color guard to provide Inde-

pendence Day educational experiences for the public at the park. 

Having had successful outcomes during Memorial Day at the park, the 

color guard made a decision to accept the park’s invitation for July 4, 

2022. 

The park gave the color guard use of the schoolhouse located on 

main street for the entire day and worked with the color guard to 

design a 4th of July program. The park opened at 10am. The color 

guard provided a flag ceremony at the park flagpole at 10:30am. 

The color guard led a ceremony for the National Bell Ringing using 

the schoolhouse bell. “George Washington” gave a public reading of 

the Declaration of Independence immediately following the bell ring-

ing. “Washington” gave a second reading at 4pm. There were two 

flintlock demonstrations during the day and two-color guard parades. 

Inside the schoolhouse were poster displays of Revolutionary War 

heroes, mannequins dressed in Revolutionary War uniforms, two small 

cannons and various firearms of the 

period. Guests were greeted by those 

staffing the displays and had their 

questions answered. Those who came 

into the schoolhouse received a patriot-

ic experience learning important as-

pects of the Revolutionary War. Many 

requested to have their picture taken 

with the Revolutionary War soldiers. 

Park officials were told by guests that 

they especially enjoyed their interac-

tions with General Washington! The 

park closed at 5pm. 

Participating were Color Guard Commander Jesse Black and his Un-

cle Russell Black. Compatriots Trent Grandy, Josh Elliott and his moth-

er Jackie, Doug McGregor, Cap Cresap, and portraying the persona 

of General George Washington was Gary VanDolzer. 

The Utah SAR color guard wishes to express their gratitude to the 

park for providing free day passes to the color guard participants 

and free passes for all of their family members who attended. The 

park also graciously provided a free lunch for all members of the 

color guard. 

National Bell Ringing Ceremony 

L to R: Russell Black, Josh Elliott, and Jesse 

Black 

son gave a patriotic speech talking about freedom and the Natural 

Rights available to all Americans. 

The highlight of the ceremony were those new citizens who came for-

ward and expressed their gratitude for becoming American citizens. 

Their heartfelt remarks were inspiring and caused many to think upon 

the blessings they enjoy as citizens of this great country of ours. 

2022 Bountiful Freedom’s Light 

Freedom’s Light 

Compatriot Gregg Hansen teaches guests 

about Revolutionary War coinage. 

Freedom’s Light 

Associate Scott Asay tells the story of 

America's Revolutionary War soldiers. 

Freedom’s Light 

Associate Cap Cresap helps this visitor 

understand the firearms of a Revolutionary 

War soldier. 

“Is it not that The Declaration of Independence first organized the social compact 
on the foundation of the Redeemer's mission upon earth? That it laid the corner-

stone of human government upon the first precepts of Christianity?”  
 

― John Quincy Adams, 1837, Fourth of July speech at Newburyport, Massachusetts. 
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Grace Lutheran School Veterans Day Program – 

11/11/2022 

“Welcome to all our guests today, especially those who have 

served and those who currently serve in our armed forces. To you 

we dedicate this program.” – Reverend A. Masinelli 

So began this uplifting, patriotic program. There were over 70 

school children along with their parents and guests who met in the 

school’s gymnasium where the children presented their program of 

gratitude to our nation’s Veterans. After an invocation, the time was 

turned over to the Utah SAR Color Guard. The color guard led by 

“I lament that we waste so much time and money in punishing crimes and take so 
little pains to prevent them…we neglect the only means of establishing and perpet-
uating our republican forms of government; that is, the universal education of our 
youth in the principles of Christianity by means of the Bible; for this Divine Book, 

above all others, constitutes the soul of republicanism.” “By withholding the 
knowledge (of the Scriptures from children), we deprive ourselves of the best 

means of awakening moral sensibility in their minds. 
 
 

--Dr. Benjamin Rush, A Defence of the Use of the Bible in Schools, American Tract Society, 
1820. 

were 13 different Revolutionary War flags. A poster in this canopy 

explained the history and symbolism of each flag displayed. 

Across the aisle from these three canopies was a canopy that con-

tained Gregg Hansen’s replica Revolutionary War era coin collec-

tion and the Utah SAR information/recruitment table. Gregg met 

with the public and told them about coinage at the time of the war. 

The public learned about script and how, more times than not, the 

soldiers went without pay. 

Even without pay, their 

belief in the cause of 

liberty inspired them to 

keep fighting for Ameri-

ca’s independence and 

their individual freedom. 

Utah Society SAR Color 

Guard Commander Jesse 

Black, along with Trent 

Grandy, Josh Elliott, 

Gregg Hansen, Scott and Mark Asay, provided two parades. Com-

patriot Doug McGregor, Ms. Jackie Elliott and Associate Cap 

Cresap kept watch and met with the public, while the Color Guard 

performed their parades. Commander Black also led flintlock 

demonstrations, which were much appreciated by the families and 

people in attendance. 

The Utah SAR Color 

Guard is planning to be 

at Freedom’s Light again 

next year, Saturday, Sep-

tember 16, 2023. Put the 

date on your calendar 

and plan to be at the 

Bountiful City Park from 

9am to 3pm. Bring your 

family, have lunch at the 

in-park grill, watch the 

“Freedom” musical play, 

obtain replica founding documents from the printer’s booth, visit the 

“Patriot’s Book Store”, come say hello to the color guard, visit the 

Utah SAR displays, and meet the many actors and actresses to hear 

true stories from history and have a memorable and inspiring patri-

otic experience! Our thanks to Dalane England and her staff for all 

they do to make Freedom’s Light possible! 

Freedom’s Light 

Utah SAR Color Guard Parade 

Freedom’s Light 

The Utah SAR color guard musters for the public. LtoR: 

Trent Grandy, Scott Asay, Gregg Hansen, Josh Elliott, 

Commander Jesse Black. 

Commander Jesse Black had Doug McGregor as the Captain, Jesse 

Black as the flag bearer, Gregg Hansen and Josh Elliott as men-at-

arms and Trent Grandy as drummer. The ceremony included the 

Pledge of Allegiance and the National Anthem sung by the school 

children. 

After the flag ceremony, 

the school children provid-

ed three songs: God Bless 

the USA, Thankful for the 

USA, and America the 

Beautiful. Following the 

music, the audience heard 

from Army Colonel Shah-

ram A. Takmili who is the 

U.S. Property and Fiscal 

Officer for the Utah Na-

tional Guard. He talked about his life as a young boy in Iran, how 

his family came to America and became citizens and why he joined 

the National Guard – to give back to the country who gave him 

and his family freedom. In his talk he contrasted and compared Iran 

to America, helping the audience to appreciate their Natural Rights, 

freedoms, and liberties. 

After the Colonel’s remarks a group of 6th, 7th, and 8th graders 

played My Country Tis of 

Thee using handbells.  

Two students one from the 

7th grade and one from 

the 8th grade gave talks. 

The 8th grader, a young 

lady named Brooke said, 

“Thank you Vets for eve-

rything you have done for 

this country. Thank you for 

fighting for my freedom. 

Thank you for fighting for all my rights. I am very thankful for every 

sacrifice you have made for me and this country.” 

The school band played the “Armed Forces Medley” and had Vet-

erans or active soldiers stand for their branch’s song. The Reverend 

gave a benediction and then the audience and children sang God 

Bless America. 

Prior to the program, the Salt Lake Valley Chapter of the DAR host-

ed a luncheon for attending dignitaries and special guests. The Utah 

SAR Color Guard expresses our appreciation for the luncheon and 

invitation to be apart of this commendable Veterans Day program. 

Veterans Day at Grace Lutheran School 

Color Guard members, L/R: Doug McGregor, Joshua 

Elliott, Jesse Black, Gregg Hansen, Trent Grandy 

Veterans Day at Grace Lutheran School 

Students sing patriotic songs. 



“I have carefully examined the evidences of the Christian religion, and if I was 
sitting as a juror upon its authenticity, I would unhesitatingly give my verdict in its 
favor. I can prove its truth as clearly as any proposition ever submitted to the mind 

of man.” 
 

― Alexander Hamilton.   History of the republic of the United States of America: as traced in 
the writings of Alexander Hamilton and of his contemporaries, by John Church Hamilton (son 

of Alexander Hamilton), V.7 p.790. 
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Layton Veterans Day Parade 

November 12th Layton City hosted the Saturday Veterans Day 

Parade. This parade is always held on the Saturday nearest to 

November 11th. Even though it was a chilly day, parade entries 

were in abundance. Floats with Veterans associations including the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars, Veterans of Vietnam, The American 

Legion and others. One fun entry was Vets with Vettes. Perhaps 

over 30 polished shiny Corvettes from different manufactured 

years were driven in the parade.  

There was a World War I entry and a World War II entry with 

authentic vehicles and individuals dressed in authentic uniforms. 

Several high school 

JROTC groups marched in 

their uniforms accompa-

nied by their school 

bands. Ben Lomond High 

School had their bagpipe 

band playing familiar 

tunes. The parade 

marched past the Layton 

replica of the Washington 

D.C. Vietnam Memorial.  

The Utah SAR provided 

an eight-man color guard 

with Color Guard Commander Jesse Black as Captain. Compatriots 

Trent Grandy, Gregg Hansen and Josh Elliott were joined by Asso-

ciates Scott and Mark Asay, and Utah Living History President Jar-

ed Cornell and his son John. Compatriot Doug McGregor provided 

shuttle service for those in the parade. 

Although the public turnout was not as impressive as last year, those 

that braved the cold showed great enthusiasm for the Vets on pa-

rade. Shouts of “Hurray!” and “Thank You!” filled the air as the 

Vets and their parade supporters passed by. 

Layton Veterans Day Parade - Utah SAR Color Guard 

L/R: Spectator, Trent Grandy, Gregg Hansen, Scott 

Asay, Mark Asay, Jared Cornell, Spectator, John 

Cornell, Jesse Black, Josh Elliott. 

“While we are zealously performing the duties of good citizens and soldiers, we 
cartainly ought not to be inattentive to the higher duties of religion. To the distin-
guished character of Patriot, it should be our highest glory to add the more distin-

guished character of Christian.” 
 

-- George Washington, The Writings of Washington, pp. 342-343 

Utah SAR Says Farewell to Compatriots 

The Board of Managers, Utah SAR, asks you to join us in saying 

farewell to two of our compatriots, who have passed. 

Compatriot Melvin Joseph Stanford - 13 June 1932 - 22 Janu-

ary, 2022. Compatriot Stanford joined the Sons of the American 

Revolution in 1976. His patriot ancestor was Joseph Phippen, who 

served as a Private under Captain Jo-

seph Hatch and Major Joab Hoisington 

as a Minuteman in the Cumberland 

County, New York Militia. Compatriot 

Stanford had two additional patriot 

ancestors: Job Pratt, who served as a 

private in the Massachusetts Militia, 

and Luther Stewart, who was a private 

serving in Captain John Carpenter’s 

Company of Guards in Massachusetts. 

Melvin was born in Logan, Utah and was married to Linda Bar-

ney. He also served 25 years in the US Army Reserves, and was 

the Commander of the 698th Military Intelligence Detachment. 

He was also a past-President of the Utah Society, SAR.  

Compatriot Melvin Joseph Stanford 

Compatriot Kyle Dean Walker - 3 November 1990—23 May 

2022. Kyle grew up in Herriman, Utah, but was living in Preston, 

Idaho at the time of his death. Compatriot Walker joined the 

Sons of the American Revolution in 

2019. His patriot ancestor was Cephas 

Kent, Sr., who provided both Patriotic 

and Civil Service for the State of Ver-

mont, as a member of the Committee of 

War, a Selectman, and served on the 

Board of War. Kyle’s parents were 

Richard “Dean” and Donna Walker. He 

has one sister and one brother. Kyle 

was a  Staff Sergeant and member of 

the Utah Army National Guard serving as a Field Artilleryman. 

He packed a lifetime of experiences, hobbies, and adventures 

in 31 short years. He lived life to the fullest.  Everything he ever 

did; he did with passion and to the extreme. 

Please take a moment to pay tribute to these two compatriots. 

Our condolences to each of their families. 

Compatriot Kyle Dean Walker 



organization. I feel your comradery whenever we are together. 
Know that I continue to be committed to working hard with the won-
derful members of our board, in your behalf, to spread the work of 
liberty in this state. Have a wonderful holiday season and wereever 
possible remember to lookout for your families and those in need! 

As always may the Lord bless and keep you and our nation! 

 

Yours in Liberty, 

 
Trent Grandy 

President, Utah SAR 

HOW TO CONTACT US: 

Do you have an interest, a request or need? Please go to the website: www.UtahSocietySAR.org; In the menu bar click “Contact Us”. You can copy and paste the  

Secretary's email address in your email "To", and send your message. If you have a Yahoo or Gmail email you can click the email address in blue to send an email. 

Events Calendar 
Mark your calendar for these upcoming Utah SAR events:  

2/18/2023 - George Washington Birthday Banquet, Salt Lake CIty 

2/20/2023 - President’s Day - Grizzlies Hockey, Salt Lake City 

4/8/2023 - Fort Buenaventura Rendezvous, Ogden City 

4/19/2023 - Shot Heard Round the World 

5/13/2023 - Annual Membership Meeting & Annual Celebrate  

America Awards & Recognition Banquet, Salt Lake City 

5/29/2023 - Memorial Day Event - This is the Place Heritage Park, Salt 

Lake City 

7/4/2023 - Independence Day 

9/16/2023 - Freedom’s Light, Bountiful City 

11/11/2023 - Veterans Day Parade, Layton City 

12/16/2023 - Wreaths Across America, Bluffdale Veterans Cemetery 

 

Annual SAR Congress:  

7/15/2023 - 133rd National SAR Congress, Orlando, Florida 
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Greetings Fellow Compatriots, Associates and Friends, 

Well, as we come again to the end of another year, I’ve grown a 
bit nostalgic. The cold weather came 
on so sudden this year and it has me 
reminiscing. It reminded me again of 
our poor compatriots who had to suf-
fer through the harsh winter at Valley 
Forge. It has me wondering how dif-
ferent our lives might be today with-
out the strength and determination of 
those brave individuals. They sure 
were a hardy and determined bunch 
to endure such hardship. We have our 
own challenges today, but just on a 
different level. While much of their 
strife took place mainly on the battlefield against an obviously 
uniformed opponent, often our opponents are not so clearly de-
fined. This creates unique types of challenges for us. But just like our 
ancestors we need to find the grit and determination to overcome 
and win our own battles. One of these is accomplished with your 
membership in this organization. We are constantly striving to edu-
cate our citizens on the proper history of this country and its patri-
ots. While they were by no means perfect individuals, what they 

were fighting for was. That of individual freedoms!  

As you can see from the articles in this newsletter, we have been 
busy again this latter half of the year. We see time and again the 
affect we are having on the public with our presence, and it is your 
membership that is helping to accomplish this ominous task. Your 
ancestors would be proud of your participation in keeping alive the 
fight that they started. So, I humbly request that you continue the 
cause of your patriot ancestors by renewing your membership. With 
your help, we can continue to dispel the ignorance of those who are 
uninformed. Sadly, the true reason for the creation of this nation has 
been all but lost for far too many. Many individuals have allowed 
themselves to get lost in the weeds of the individual imperfections of 
those who helped create this wonderful country. With your help, we 

can continue to educate and inform to remove this ignorance. 

We have some exciting ideas for the coming year. One of the 
things that we have been recently involved in is the creation of the 
state committee organizing to celebrate the upcoming 250th Anni-
versary of the U.S. Revolution. It is going to be an exciting time, 
with many activities and revelry. In the southern part of the state we 
also have the work moving forward on the creation of the Liberty 
Village led by United We Pledge, much of which will coincide with 
the 250th celebration. I’m sure that they are going to need plenty 
of help with both projects. Additionally, we will again have our 
usual events that we participate in throughout the year of which 
many of you are already aware. So once again a personal appeal 
that should you find it possible, feel free to become a modern-day 
Minuteman, and join in the cause of liberty. You definitely don’t 

want to miss out on being a part of any of these activities! 

Now finally, I wish again to thank you all for your continued partici-
pation, support, and membership in this wonderful brotherhood 

Utah SAR President’s Message 

Utah SAR President Trent Grandy 

Trenton G. Grandy, President 
Wade C. Alexander, Vice President / Chaplain 
Douglas R. McGregor, Secretary / Treasurer 
Paul D. Nichols, Registrar / Genealogist 
Regan G. Grandy, EdD., Historian 
Paul L. Child Sr., DDS, National Trustee 
William P.C. Simpson, Alternate Trustee 
 

You can contact your state officers by going to our website, 

UtahSocietySAR.org and from the Home page click the About Us on the 

Menu bar, then Utah Society SAR Officers.  

For Utah Patriot Newsletter contributions please contact our Utah 

Patriot Editor. 

To join our  Facebook group go to: https://www.facebook.com/

groups/utahsocietysar 

Utah Society SAR Officers 

http://www.UtahSocietySAR.org
UtahSocietySAR.org
http://utahsocietysar.org/wordpress/home/about-us/utah-society-sar-officers
mailto:simpsonwpcssar@gmail.com
mailto:simpsonwpcssar@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/utahsocietysar
https://www.facebook.com/groups/utahsocietysar
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Red Cliffs of Zion Chapter News 

4th of July Weekend Activities 

As previously reported in the 2022 issue 1 of the Utah Patriot, on 

January 10th, The Red Cliffs of Zion Chapter was chartered in St. 

George, UT with Jeff McKenna, President; Frank Gagliardi, Vice 

President; Jay Chapman, Secretary; Phillip Page, Treasurer; John 

Arnold, Registrar; and John Choate, Chaplain. Presiding and con-

ducting at the meeting was Utah SAR President Trenton Grandy. 

In February, at the Utah SAR George Washington Birthday Ban-

quet, President McKenna announced the United We Pledge organi-

zation would be building “Liberty Vil-

lage” in Hurricane, Utah. This colonial 

village would replicate the American 

Village in Montevallo, Alabama, a 

campus that promotes education of 

America’s Founding values. 

With short notice of the July 2nd Lib-

erty Village July groundbreaking cer-

emony, and with almost no funds, the 

chapter was given a significant chal-

lenge to organize and provide a color 

guard. 

Because of their proximity to the future 

Liberty Village, invitations were made to neighboring State Socie-

ties. Compatriot Jay Dickey, President of the Nevada Society SAR 

and also a Dual Member of the Red Cliffs of Zion Chapter, was 

instrumental in locating a source for paying for two, hand tailored, 

Continental Army period correct uniforms. Other chapter members 

donated enough to complete a total of four uniforms. Additional 

support was given by Roger Linscott, NV SAR Color Guard Com-

mander, and Brandon Villardi, CA SAR Color Guard Commander. 

Several additional compatriots from AZ, CA, NV, and UT drove 

hundreds of miles to bolster the desired numbers. These members 

were helpful in providing flintlocks, a drum, and other gear to 

makeup an effective color guard unit. 

The result was that on July 2nd, 2022, a united combined SAR color 

guard of eleven compatriots presented the colors at the ground-

breaking ceremony of the future site of Liberty Village. This includ-

ed a four-man flintlock 

volley salute in front of 

over 400 people attend-

ing the event. 

Utah SAR Red Cliffs of 

Zion Compatriots and 

Associates provided do-

cent assistance in the St. 

George Tabernacle 

basement where Glenn 

Beck had brought and put 

on display several artifacts of historical significance – one notewor-

thy item was an actual copy of the Gettysburg Address in Lincoln’s 

own handwriting. Ronald Fox (Co-Chair, Utah Commission 250th 

Anniversary of the United States) explained Revolutionary War 

documents on display. Others brought their Revolutionary War rep-

licas or actual artifacts for the public to view including a replica 

printing press providing free copies of the Declaration of Independ-

ence. 

On July 3rd, a non-denominational 

Prayer for Freedom was held at the St 

George, Utah, Tabernacle. The chap-

ter provided host duties for this in 

Continental Army uniform, welcoming 

guests at the door, and ushering. 

The weekend events culminated on 

July 4th with the Chapter, augmented 

with Color Guardsmen from NV and 

AZ, providing a Color Guard entry for 

the 4th of July parade in downtown St 

George, UT. Later that evening the 

chapter joined by Nevada compatri-

ots, presented the colors at the Utah Technical University Stadium in 

St. George for the Tribute to America Concert opening ceremony 

with over 14,000 spectators in attendance. 

All of this was a tremendous accomplishment considering the Red 

Cliffs of Zion Chap-

ter had only been 

chartered five 

months prior to the 

4th of July week-

end festivities and 

was still getting 

organized! 

This demonstrates 

what can be ac-

complished when 

compatriots from various States and Districts band together in sup-

port of a common goal. Our sincere thanks go out to the Compatri-

ots from AZ, CA, NV, and UT who willingly gave of their time and 

talents to support the Utah SAR Red Cliffs of Zion Chapter in their 

efforts to provide patriotic service to the local community. 

The First in Utah! 

A plaque commemorating the 250th anniversary of the United 

States was unveiled at the 

Law Offices of Barney, 

McKenna and Olmstead 

in St. George on Septem-

ber 15, 2022. The Dixie 

High School JROTC color 

guard participated in the 

unveiling. The Utah DAR 

was also represented. 

First Responders 

Recognized 

On September 10th the Chapter supported the First Responders 

Recognition Program; held in the Town Center Park in Downtown St. 

George. The Dixie High School JROTC provided the color guard 

Jeff McKenna 

Liberty Village ground breaking 

Multi state society color guard provides flag ceremony 

RCofZ Plaque ceremony attendees 

UTSAR-RCofZ-CG, Alan Fitch, Frank Gagliardi, Jay Chapman, 

Roger Linscott and Jim Linscott at the July 4th Parade 

Ron Fox and Compatriot Doug 

McGregor at the Tabernacle Free-

dom Museum 
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From the Pulpits, 

the people learned 

Liberty comes from God 

and God ordained that 

all mankind should be Free. 
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The Old North Church - Boston, Massachusetts 

assisted by two Chapter color guard members in uniform. President 

Jeff McKenna chaired the program which honored law enforcement, 

fire fighters, medical personnel and others who dedicate their lives 

to the protection and well being of their fellow citizens. 

Constitution Day Commemorated 

On Saturday, Sept 17th the Chapter supported the DAR led Consti-

tution Day program at the St George Tabernacle. RCof Z Color 

Guard provided the flag ceremony in Continental Army uniform. 

The building was filled to capacity with “standing room only.” Those 

in attendance reported it was “a well-done program with excep-

tional music and speakers.” 

Chapter Meetings 

The Chapter decided to hold two monthly Chapter meetings a year 

on a Saturday.  The first Saturday meeting was held on October 

8th at the St. George Golden Coral. Dennis Leavitt of United We 

Pledge provided a presentation of the status of Liberty Village and 

the entire campus. There were 35 people in attendance. At the 

meeting the Commander of the Pine View High School JROTC, Lt. 

Colonel Brown was recognized and awarded a certificate of ap-

preciation. At the November 7th evening Chapter meeting, Lt. Colo-

nel Fields of the Dixie High School JROTC was recognized and 

awarded a certificate of appreciation. 

Throughout the year, as their SAR memberships are approved and 

sent to the Chapter Secretary Jay Chapman, new members are 

ceremoniously inducted into the Utah Society Sons of the American 

Revolution, Red Cliffs of Zion Chapter. Welcome to all new mem-

bers! 

Utah SAR Red Cliffs of Zion Chapter and Utah DAR 

Color Country Chapter 

November 1st there was a planning meeting with representatives 

from the RCofZ, Jemima Johnson Chapter CAR, and Color Country 

Chapter DAR, to begin organization efforts for an annual dinner 

and auction. In February the RCofZ Chapter will be combining with 

the CAR and DAR to have a Red, White, and Blue dinner to cele-

brate George Washington’s Birthday.  

Plans also have been made for the Chapter Color Guard to support 

the DAR’s December 17th Wreaths Across America efforts at the 

Tonaquint Cemetery, 1777 South Dixie Drive, St. George where a 

Veteran's Memorial is located in the middle of the cemetery. 

Veterans Day 

On Friday, November11th, the RCofZ Chapter Color Guard, under 

the leadership of Commander Steve Dixon with compatriots Bob 

Dalton and Steve Sorensen, participated with the Dixie High School 

JROTC in the presentation pf colors at the annual Veterans Day 

Recognition at the Sun River Veterans Memorial Park. 

Note of Appreciation 

The officers of the Utah SAR Red Cliffs of Zion Chapter wish to 

express our gratitude to our chapter membership. Your participa-

tion in chapter meetings, your being a member of the color guard, 

or one of those who gives supportive service in one of our chapter 

committees; your enthusiasm for patriotism and belief in the ideals 

of our Founding Fathers is most appreciated. Thank You! 

Plaque commemorating the 250th 

anniversary of the United States was 

unveiled at the Law Offices of 

Barney, McKenna and Olmstead in 

St. George. 


