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The Cowardly Lion
Many of us in the Utah SAR are old enough to remember when Danny Kaye, once a year, would appear on our televisions to introduce the broadcasting of MGM's The Wizard of Oz. How excited we
were to watch this1939 beloved tale of Dorothy, her dog Toto, the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the Cowardly Lion!
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The black and white prelude turned into marvelous color as Dorothy opened
the door of her Aunt's crashed house to find that she was “not in Kansas
anymore.” Dorothy had but one wish – to return home. The Munchkins told
her, only the Wizard of Oz could help her and, to get to the Wizard, she
would need to “follow the yellow brick road”.
On her journey she met three remarkable “persons:” A Scarecrow who
wanted a brain, a Tin Man who wanted a heart, and a Cowardly Lion who
Bert Lahr as the Cowardly Lion
wanted courage. They agreed to go with her to find the Wizard and ask
him to grant their greatest desires. Arriving at the Emerald City, where the Wizard lived, the Lion sang
a song; the first verses have these words:
Courage. What makes a King out of a slave? Courage.
What makes the flag on the mast to wave? Courage.
What makes the elephant charge his tusk in the misty mist or the dusky dusk?
What makes the muskrat guard his musk? Courage.
Eventually, after several harrowing experiences, Dorothy and her three friends find themselves in the
chamber of the Wizard. It is here the Scarecrow receives a college diploma, the Tin-man a ticking
heart, and the Lion a medal for Courage. There are many archetypes, metaphors, and timeless messages that L. Frank Baum incorporated into his delightful story of the Wizard of Oz. Let us consider the message of courage.
“It should be your care, therefore, and mine, to elevate the minds of our children and exalt their courage; to accelerate and animate their industry and
activity; to excite in them an habitual contempt of meanness, abhorrence of
injustice and inhumanity, and an ambition to excel in every capacity, faculty,
and virtue. If we suffer their minds to grovel and creep in infancy, they will
grovel all their lives.”
– John Adams: Dissertation on the Canon and Feudal Law, 1756
(Declaration of Independence signer, Second U.S. President)

John Adams

In this issue of the Utah Patriot, we have provided a story about a group of “lower class citizens” who
had the courage to stand up to tyranny. In 1771 it is estimated that out of the 8,000 people living in
Orange County, North Carolina, some 6,000 to 7,000 supported a group of men who called themselves the Regulators. It took courage to be a supporter, it took courage to be a member of the Regulators, it took courage to stand in opposition to the powerful, corrupt ruling officials of their region.
Courage is a virtue some Revolutionary War men had to develop over time. As they became aware of
what was happening to their liberty and freedoms, as they understood the cause they would be
fighting for, they bid their families a tender goodbye, leaving in their care the responsibilities of the
family farm or business. It took courage to make this sacrifice and join the ranks – as Patriots fighting
for the cause of America's independence, Freedom and Liberty.

See past issues of Utah Patriot, Calendar
of Events and other Utah SAR Information.
Notice: Non-original images/graphics were obtained
from Wikimedia Commons Public Domain.
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“Courage, then, my countrymen, our
contest is not only whether we ourselves
shall be free, but whether there shall be
left to mankind an asylum on earth for
civil and religious liberty.”
– Samuel Adams: Speech “American Independence”
August 1, 1776
(Declaration of Independence signer)

The Patriots of the American Revolution left a tremendous legacy for
America's future citizens. The Patriots set an example of what must
be done for freedom to be obtained, and for what must be done
for freedom to be maintained.
Samuel Adams

“so good a cause ...” The Founding Fathers believed their cause was
a righteous cause and worth every sacrifice, every pain, every cost
to achieve it. Consider the words of General Washington to his
troops before the battle of Long Island. He placed the “courage
and conduct” of his men as holding the fate of future Americans in
their hands.
“The time is now near at hand which must probably determine whether
Americans are to be freemen or slaves; whether they are to have any
property they can call their own; whether their houses and farms are
to be pillaged and destroyed, and themselves consigned to a state of
wretchedness from which no human effort will deliver them. The fate
of unborn millions will now depend, under God, on the courage and
conduct of this army. Our cruel and unrelenting enemy leaves us only
the choice of brave resistance, or the most abject submission. We
have therefore to resolve to conquer or die.”
– George Washington: Aug 27, 1776
Address to the Continental Army before the battle of Long Island.
(Commander in Chief, Chairman Constitutional Convention, U.S. First President)

The battle of Long Island was lost by the Patriots, but they did not
despair. They retreated to fight another day.
“let us therefore animate and encourage each other, and show the
whole world that a Freeman, contending for liberty on his own
ground, is superior to any slavish mercenary on earth.”
– George Washington: New York, July 2, 1776

This year we watched the courage of the last American soldiers in
Afghanistan who were trying to liberate some of the thousands who
were desperate to flee the savage Taliban. We heard of the courage of many of the Afghani Christians who will not deny the Christ.
Stories have been told of those who converted to Christianity, when
found, some were taken and burned alive, others were shot and
killed with their families. There are stories of Christians who were
murdered in Nigeria for being Christians. Persecution.com reports
there are 19 countries in Africa that have placed restrictive laws on
Christians, or are openly hostile in persecuting them. In Asia, 13
countries restrict Christians or are openly hostile in persecuting them.
The Middle East consists of countries that have restrictive laws and/
or are openly hostile in persecuting Christians. It would seem Sam
Adams was prophetic in what he said about religious liberty.
“I hope our people will keep up their
courage. I have not doubt of their finally succeeding by the blessing of GOD,
nor have I any doubt that so good a
cause will fail of that blessing.”

In August of 1776 Washington received copies of the Declaration
of Independence. He ordered the Declaration be read in its entirety to the Continental Army. The
soldiers were reminded that “the
Laws of Nature and Nature's
God” entitled them to have a
United States of America as a
“separate and equal station”
country. The men of the army
heard the words:
“We hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying
its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such
form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.”
– Declaration of Independence July 4, 1776

– Benjamin Franklin: Letter to an unknown correspondent (25 Oct. 1776)
(Declaration of Independence signer, Scientist,
Diplomat)
Benjamin Franklin

The Founding Fathers made it clear, the Government exists to protect and defend the unalienable rights of the country's citizens. The
cause of the Revolutionary War patriots was to secure these rights,
bring about self-government, and restore a greater liberty with
freedom and justice for all Americans. Our responsibility as citizens
is to preserve what the Founding Fathers gave to us. This will take
courage!
Continued on page 3
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“Since private and public Vices, are in Reality, though not always
apparently, so nearly connected, of how much Importance, how necessary is it, that the utmost Pains be taken by the Public, to have the
Principles of Virtue early inculcated on the Minds even of children,
and the moral Sense kept alive, and that the wise institutions of our
Ancestors for these great Purposes be encouraged by the Government.
For no people will tamely surrender their Liberties, nor can any be
easily subdued, when knowledge is diffusd and Virtue is preservd. On
the Contrary, when People are universally ignorant, and debauchd in
their Manners, they will sink under their own weight without the Aid of
foreign Invaders.”
– Samuel Adams: Letter to James Warren, November 4, 1775

Sam Adams, considered the “Father of the American Revolution”,
knew well the conditions for freedom and liberty to prevail are:
“Knowledge and Virtue”. He also knew that the preservation of
freedom required a courageous people.
Your adversaries are composed of wretches who laugh at the rights of
humanity, who turn religion into derision, and would, for higher wages, direct their swords against their leaders or their country. Go on,
then, in your generous enterprise, with gratitude to heaven, for past
success, and confidence of it in the future. For my own part, I ask no
greater blessing than to share with you the common danger and common glory. If I have a wish dearer to my soul . . . - it is - that these
American States may never cease to be free and independent!
– Samuel Adams: Speech “American Independence”, August 1, 1776

And for those who did not love liberty, who were unwilling to be
courageous in the support of freedom, Sam Adams had this to say:
“If you love wealth better than liberty, the tranquility of servitude,
than the animating contest of freedom - go from us in peace. We ask
not your counsels or arms. Crouch down and lick the hands which feed
you. May your chains set lightly upon you, and may posterity forget
that ye were our countrymen.”
--Samuel Adams: Speech “American Independence”, August 1, 1776

In 2026 Americans will celebrate the 250th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence, the year America became an independent nation! In 2021 we will consider the events of 1771
leading up to July 4, 1776.

The Road to Independence
250 years ago – 1771
Alamance - A Precursor to the American Revolution
New England and the Southern colonies were growing and experiencing a calm in 1771. By this year, there were over two hundred
miles of roads in New Hampshire alone and records indicate that at
year’s end, imports to America from England totaled 4,200,000
pounds.
Since the colonies’ founding in the 1600s, British convicts were expelled to American shores. Most of them came from Middlesex, the
county that includes London; by 1771 more than 50,000 had been
sent to the American colonies (The British penal colony in Australia
was not founded until 1788). Science was making progress in 1771.
One notable event in the colonies was Benjamin Franklin’s appointment by the British Parliament to
a committee to investigate how
lightning rods might help protect
gunpowder.
There was not much in the way of
protests occurring with one notable exception, the Battle of Alamance. A group of “rebels”
called “The Regulators” had
been at odds with North and
South Carolina Government officials since 1765, whom they
viewed as corrupt.

Courage. What makes a man protect
his rights and land? Courage

Cruel, Arbitrary, Tyrannical
and Corrupt Government

What makes the man take an uncompromising stand? Courage

In 1764, several thousand peoFranklin Lighting Engraving
ple from North Carolina, mainly
from Orange, Granville, and Anson counties in the western region,
were dissatisfied with the wealthy North Carolina officials, whom
they considered cruel, arbitrary, tyrannical, and corrupt. With the
arrival of Royal Governor William Tryon in 1765, volatile conditions in North Carolina increasingly worsened. Many of the officers
were greedy and would often band together with other local officials for their own personal gain. The entire system depended on
the integrity of local officials, many of whom engaged in extortion;
taxes collected often enriched the tax collectors directly. The system
was endorsed by Governor Tryon, who feared losing the support of
the various county officials.

What makes the man become a patriot
defending what is truly true and rightly
right?
What makes the patriot join liberty's
cause with all his might?
Courage!

Sources:
https://www.foundingfatherquotes.com
https://comparecamp.com/church-attendance-statistics/
https://www.persecution.com/

The effort to eliminate this system of government became known as
the Regulator Uprising, War of the Regulation, or the Regulator
War. The most heavily affected areas were said to be those of
Rowan, Anson, Orange, Granville, Cumberland, and Dobbs counties. It was a struggle between mostly lower-class citizens, who
made up most of the backcountry population of North and South
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Carolina, and the wealthy planter elite, who comprised about five
percent of the population but maintained almost total control of the
government.
The stated primary aim of the Regulators was to form an honest
government and reduce taxation. The wealthy businessmen/
politicians who ruled North Carolina saw it as a threat to their power. Ultimately, they brought in the militia to crush the rebellion and
hanged its leaders. It is estimated that out of the 8,000 people
living in Orange County at the time, some 6,000 to 7,000 supported the Regulators.
While small acts of violence had been taking place for some time,
mainly out of resentment, the first organized conflict was in Mecklenburg County in 1765. Settlers in the region, who were there illegally, forced away surveyors of the region assigned with designating land. Minor clashes followed for the next several years in almost every western county, but the only true battle of the war was
the Battle of Alamance on May 16, 1771.

The Battle of Alamance
Governor Tryon and his forces, which numbered just over 1,000,
with roughly 150 officers, arrived at Hillsborough on May 9th. At
the same time, General Hugh Waddell, supporting the governor,
enroute with his contingent of 236 men, was met by a large contingent of Regulators under the leadership of Captain Benjamin Merrill. Realizing his force was outnumbered, he fell back to Salisbury.
On May 11th, having received word of the retreat from a messenger, Tryon sent the force to support General Waddell. He intentionally chose a path that would lead his forces through Regulator territory. He gave strict orders that nothing was to be looted or damaged. By May 14th, his troops had reached Alamance and set up
camp. Leaving about 70 men behind to guard the position, he
moved the remainder of his force, slightly under 1,000 men, to find
the Regulators.

War of the Regulation

About ten miles away, a force of approximately 2,000 Regulators
(by some accounts, 6,000) without any clear leadership or supplies,
was gathered mainly as a display of force and not a standing army. The general Regulator strategy was to scare the governor with
a show of superior numbers to force the governor to give in to their

demands. The first clash of the battle was on May 15th, when a
rogue band of Regulators captured two of the governor’s militia
soldiers. Governor Tryon had informed the Regulators that they
were displaying open arms and rebellion, and that action was to
be taken if they did not disperse. The Regulators did not understand the severity of the crisis they were in and ignored the warning. Despite hesitation from his own forces, Governor Tryon allegedly initiated the main battle of Alamance on May16th by shooting
Robert Thompson, who was the first death of the battle.
The Regulators resistance crumbled somewhat quickly. The battle
was over with nine deaths for the governor’s forces and about the
same for the Regulators. Virtually everyone captured in the battle
was fully pardoned in exchange for an allegiance to the crown;
however, six Regulators were hanged for their part in the uprising,
including some officers of the colonial militia who had joined ranks
with the Regulator’s side. Those officers were Captain Robert Messer, Captain Benjamin Merrill, and Captain Robert Matear.
Although the Regulators were put down by Governor Tryon and the
militia, disdain for government tyranny, arbitrary rule and corruption would continue to spread throughout the colonies. The Regulators War is considered a catalyst to the American Revolutionary
War, and it was waged against corrupt officials representing king
and crown. Almost 300 Regulators became part of the Patriot
Movement, and only about 30 claimed loyalty to the British Crown.
“Be united among yourselves, and you will want nothing from the rest of the
world..”
― Samuel Adams: Speech “American Independence” August 1, 1776

Three Camps for Youth
2020 saw the cancellation of all twelve Patriot Camps in the
State of Utah due to the pandemic. But in 2021 three courageous ladies brought Americanism camps back to life! The first
was held in Mountain Green, with about 90 youth in attendance.
The second was held in Lehi, with between 90 to 100 youth. And
the third was held in Midway, with over 100 in attendance. The
weeklong summer camps took place for four days, from 8 a.m.
to 12 noon. K-6 grade youth received a t-shirt, lunch, and snacks
as they met and interacted with Founding Fathers and other
figures from history. Youth learned about the Founding, Freedom and Liberty, and the value of Patriotism. Compatriot Wade
Alexander was at all three camps as Benjamin Franklin, and
Utah SAR Associate Gary VanDolzer attended the three camps
as General George Washington. Compatriots Gregg Hansen
and Doug McGregor provided color guard service for the
Mountain Green camp, involving youth in the presentation of the
colors. Hansen brought flintlocks, army coats and tri-corner hats
for the youth to use in the presentation. McGregor supported
the Lehi and Midway camps as well. Midway had Cap Cresap
there with his mortar cannon to add to the excitement of the
camp experience. As a grand finale to the Midway camp, Cap
provided a candy cannon shoot, to the delight of the kids who
ran to gather up the wrapped taffy laying on the lawn.
Continued on Page 5
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This year the Utah SAR Board of Managers received a request
from “Liberty's Light Day Camp”. They wanted to know if their volunteers, who “freely give of their time and talents to educate our
precious children about this great country,” would qualify for Utah
SAR recognition. The Board of Managers approved their request
and provided a certificate of appreciation for the following:
17 Teen Leader Volunteer Recipients:
Dallas, Naomi & Thomas Dalyai; Devrie Dance, Chad Hymas, Evelyn Jeffery, Madison & McKenzie Layton; Alex, Anthony & Elizabeth Mauluulu; Brookly & Maya Mercer; Ian Ordenes, Brooke &
Lauren Rodgers; Sara Xiques.

Midway Camp Liberty - youth participants
singing patriotic songs

Gregg Hansen with Mountain Green Camp
Freedom Color Guard—Douglas McGregor
not pictured

Mountain Green Camp Freedom - parents
and guests

Mountain Green Camp Freedom - Youth
singing patriotic songs

31 Adult Leader Volunteer Recipients:
Kathy Aiken, Buss Allen, Claire Ashby, Daion Bates, Cathy Bird,
Aviel Boberg, Teri Boldt, Vicky Briggs, Shannon Brown, Tamee
Burkholder, Rebbecca Colley, Sylvia Dalyai, Tyler Griffith, Cheryl
Harrison, Patricia Jones, Karen Layton, Cathy Mauluulu, Aimee
McDaniel, Melanie Mercer, Carola Michel, Susan Richardson, Gale
Sears, Stephanie Simmons, Robynn Sisam, Jennifer Shaw, Sheri
Sohm, Sandie Talbot, Julie Teerlink, Collen B. Taylor, Stacie
Thornton, Bailie Wright.
Our heartfelt thanks to all those volunteers who, walking in the footsteps of America's Revolutionary War Patriots, participated in this
year’s Americanism educational youth day camps!

“We shall neither be exposed to the necessary convulsions of elective monarchies,
nor to the want of wisdom, fortitude, and virtue, to which hereditary succession is
liable. In your hands it will be to perpetuate a prudent, active and just legislature,
and which will never expire until you yourselves lose the virtues which give it
existence.”
― Samuel Adams: Speech “American Independence” August 1, 1776

Welcome New Member!
We are happy to welcome the following new compatriots of the
Utah Society SAR:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Dallin Scott Vance
Richard Stratton Bollard
Joseph Stratton Bollard
Gideon Andrew Bollard
Gerald Frank Belko
James David Harwell

Highland, UT
Stansbury Park, UT
Stansbury Park, UT
Stansbury Park, UT
Sandy, UT
Farmington, UT

WELCOME!
Liberty's Light Day Camp - Youth learning
about the history and meaning of the
American Flag

Midway Camp Liberty - youth color guard

Liberty's Light Day Camp - Youth color
guard with Revolutionary War flags before
the program begins

Midway Camp Liberty - Cap Cresap explains how the colonists used animals for not
only food, but clothing, shoes, furniture,
drum heads, parchment and more.

Events Calendar
Mark your calendar for these upcoming Utah SAR events, subject to
current pandemic restrictions
2/19/22 - George Washington Birthday Banquet
4/19/22 - The Shot Heard Round the World
5/14/22 - Membership Meeting/Celebrate America Awards Banquet
7/4/22 - Independence Day
Look for various announcements, emails regarding these events and
don’t forget to check the Utah SAR website for details.
Annual SAR Congress:
2022 - Savannah, GA
2023 - Florida
2024 - Pennsylvania

Page 6

Compatriot Gregg Hansen Contributes to the
Utah Colonial Heritage Festival
On July 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 2021 the Colonial Heritage Festival was held
at Scera Park, 600 S. State Street, Orem. In deference to the Sabbath Day, the festival is not open to the public on Sunday. The festival
continues to grow each year as evidenced by the out of state reenactors that drive hundreds of miles to participate. This year reenactors
and actors from ten states converged on Scera Park to build a tent
“colonial village”.
Educational displays with historic interpreters included: Hatter, Apothecary, Blacksmith, Schoolhouse, Tavern, Ladies Dress Shop, Men’s
Clothing Shop, Bookbinder, Print Shop, Papermaking, Basket Making,
Potter, Chandlery (candle making), Broom Maker, Cooper (wood
barrel maker), Bakery, Soapmaking, Spoon Making and Gunsmith.
The festival participants camp out for a week in their exact replica
tents, cooking their
food in Dutch ovens
and other pots and
pans that would
have been available
during the Revolutionary War. One of
the camps was eating roasted venison
for dinner! The festival has a gift shop
The Continental army camp at the Scera Park Freedom Festival with many unique,
one-of-a-kind items
for sale.
The festival starts each of the three days at 9:00 a.m. and ends at
6:00 p.m. There are a variety of events, classes, activities, lectures,
and demonstrations that repeat each of the three days. Visitors to the
festival this year were able to meet James Madison, John Adams,
Billy Lee, Benjamin Franklin, Phyllis Wheatly, Patrick Ferguson, Governor Bernado de Galvez and many American colonists practicing their
trades.
A highlight of the festival was the firing of a cannon and the presence
of American and British soldiers. The
British Regulars were located on one
side of the park. The red coat camp
was led by a major; his regulars could
be seen “living” as British soldiers with
their tents, campfires, military drills, and
marches through the village to ensure
compliance with the King's laws. The
soldiers could be heard to shout out
“God Save the King!” Those caught in
violation found themselves serving time
in the pillory! The Americans, both ConBritish Regulars
tinental Army soldiers and militiamen
were on the other side of the park.
Here is where Compatriot Gregg Hansen was to be found. He was
joined by his “camp follower” wife, Paula, and three grandchildren,
reenacting a typical family who made the decision to not stay home,
but to “follow” their soldier wherever he was directed to go. Hansen
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drilled with the American soldiers, practicing maneuvers and following
the commands of Captain (and event organizer) Jared Cornell.
The American platoon, as part of their drilling, fired several rounds
from their flintlocks.
This noise evidently
caught the attention
of the British, who
soon were seen
marching to the village green. Coming
within range, the
British scurried to
take cover behind
some trees, while the
The Continentals fire a volley! Gregg Hansen is on the far left.
Americans formed a
line to attack their
enemy. BOOM! The Americans shot and the field filled with smoke.
The British returned fire, the Americans reloaded and shot again; a
British soldier fell “dead” to the ground. Again, and again the two
contending forces shot at one another, until the British retreated.
In addition to being a member of the Utah SAR, Compatriot Hansen is
also an accomplished reenactor, having spent many years collecting
and making replica Revolutionary War equipment and items. He has
given countless hours to the Colonial Heritage Festival, Utah Patriot
Camps, taking his family back to New England to participate in Revolutionary War reenactments and, supporting the Utah SAR with their
events and programs.
For more information about the Colonial Heritage Festival, go to:
https://festival.colonialheritage.org.

“We have now no other alternative than independence, or the most ignominious and
galling servitude. The legions of our enemies thicken on our plains; desolation and
death mark their bloody career; whilst the mangled corpses of our countrymen
seem to cry out to us as a voice from heaven - "Will you permit our posterity to
groan under the galling chains of our murderers? Has our blood been expended in
vain? Is the only reward which our constancy, till death, has obtained for our country, that it should be sunk into a deeper and more ignominious vassalage? Recollect
who are the men that demand your submission; to whose decrees you are invited to
pay obedience!”
― Samuel Adams: Speech “American Independence” August 1, 1776
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Compatriots Scott Swain and Wade
Alexander Share “Cries of Freedom”
During the Freedom Festival held in Provo and Orem, Utah, visitors
can go to the Scera Theater and see the live performance of a
musical entitled “Cries of Freedom.” Produced by Compatriot Scot
Swain and his wife, the play tells the story of Freedom. Compatriot
Wade Alexander plays a prominent role as Benjamin Franklin.
Sitting comfortably in the air-conditioned theater, visitors hear original music, watch a lively entertaining play, and learn about the
importance and value of Freedom from the many young actors and
actresses who make up the cast.

Also available in the Scera Theater building, during the three-day
festival, is the “American Heritage Museum.” Here you will find
Revolutionary War artifacts that you would normally need to go
back east to see. There are also reenactors portraying John Adams,
James Madison, Pilgrims, and others who are there to talk with
visitors about their life and the significance of America's Founding.
If you and your family have not been to Scera Park during the
Freedom Festival, plan on going in July 2022!
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can Legion National Chairman on Emigration and Naturalization,
Randy Edwards, spoke. He talked about the significance of the
flag, the importance of respecting the flag. Edwards emphasized
the ideals of America, the importance of public virtue, of unity toward the United States. And the value of recognizing and respecting the rights of others “so that by our example they may respect
our rights as well.”
After the presentation of Certificates
of Naturalization, America's newest
citizens were invited, if they felt so
inclined, to stand at the podium and
share their feelings. One new gentleman citizen said, “My heart is so full, I
am so grateful for this day, so grateful for America. Here I am safe, in this
beautiful place, please know I am so
very grateful.” One lady citizen, after
expressing her love for America said,
“I hope they play music after this ceremony, I am so happy I want to dance!”

New Citizen Johan E. Gurzman, an
immigrant from the Dominican Republic stands with his daughter, and
Compatriots Doug McGregor and
Wade Alexander

Members of the Utah SAR Color
Guard were on hand to fulfill requests
to have photographs taken with the Naturalized Citizens and their
families. Representing America's founding, color guardsmen stood
with those on whom, in part, America's future will depend. What a
great day for all in attendance!

“Our Union is now complete; our constitution composed, established, and approved.
You are now the guardians of your own liberties.”
― Samuel Adams: Speech “American Independence” August 1, 1776

Welcoming America's Newest Citizens
It was an overcast afternoon with occasional light rains as family
and friends gathered at the Scera Theater in Orem, Utah. July 2,
2021 would be a day to remember for whom the ceremony had
been arranged.
Compatriot Scott Swain, President of Roots of Freedom, welcomed
those in attendance. The Utah
SAR Color Guard provided
the flag ceremony with the
Pledge of Allegiance and
National Anthem. Society
President Trent Grandy, Vice
President Doug McGregor,
Color Guard Commander
Jesse Black, Gregg Hansen,
Noah Black, and Josh Elliott
Utah Society SAR Color Guard presenting the
colors with the “new citizens” in the background. served as the Color Guard.
Past Utah SAR President Bill
Simpson was there to take photos, as well as Chaplain Wade Alexander acting as Benjamin Franklin.
When the time came, those representing over a dozen countries
stood to take the Oath of Allegiance and became Naturalized
Citizens of the United States of America. Following the oath, Ameri-

Independence Day Remembered
It was a beautiful sunny day
on July 4, 2021. The Utah SAR
Color Guard met up at This Is
The Place Heritage Park to
provide the morning flag raising ceremony. Color Guard
Commander Jesse Black was
joined by Josh Elliott, Utah
SAR President Trent Grandy,
Compatriots Vice President Douglas McGregor and
Joshua Elliott raise the colors, accompanied by
and Vice President Doug
C.G. Commander Jesse Black and Society
McGregor. The Color Guard,
President, Trent Grandy as the drummer
wearing their Continental Army uniforms, marched to the beat of a drum to the flagpole, where the
flag was raised, Pledge of Allegiance said, and the Star-Spangled
Banner sung by all those in attendance. Past President Bill Simpson was
on hand to photograph the presentation of the colors.
At 12 noon a special program was held at the South Steps of the Utah
State Capitol building. The Color Guard marched to the South end of
the walkway and marched back to stand at attention at the base of
the south steps near the Capitol flagpole. “Captain” McGregor introduced his Excellency, General George Washington (aka Gary VanContinued on Page 8
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dolzer) who gave a dramatic reading of the Declaration of Independence. Afterword, the
Color Guard and the General remained for visitors
to take pictures with them.
Of note were the many
visitors from other states
and from foreign lands:
Europe, Asia, South America, and Central America.
Utah Society SAR Color Guard stands at ease as
After
pictures, the Color
General George Washington (Gary Vandolzer) reads
the Declaration of Independence
Guard dismissed to return
to their homes and celebrate the 4th of July with their families.

Two young visitors have their picture taken with Utah
Society SAR President Trent Grandy, General George
Washington (Gary Vandolzer) and Utah SAR Color
Guard Commander Jesse Black

“The period, countrymen, is already come. The calamities were at our door. The rod
of oppression was raised over us. We were roused from our slumbers, and may we
never sink into repose until we can convey a clear and undisputed inheritance to
our posterity. This day we are called upon to give a glorious example of what the
wisest and best of men were rejoiced to view, only in speculation. This day presents
the world with the most august spectacle that its annals ever unfolded. Millions of
freemen, deliberately and voluntarily forming themselves into a society for their
common defence and common happiness.”
― Samuel Adams: Speech “American Independence” August 1, 1776

Freedom's Light as Constant as the Northern
Star…
Dalene England and her marvelous group of volunteers braved
the weather and offered yet another Freedom's Light for 2021.
The Bountiful, Utah City Park once again saw the Freedom's Light
program on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. The Utah SAR was
there on Saturday, September 18, 8am to 3pm supporting the
Family Day portion of the three-day program. Freedom's Light is
always held in correlation with Constitution Week; local school children are bused in to participate in the many event offerings on
Thursday and Friday. There were thousands of school kids who
enjoyed the opportunity to learn of America's Founding history and
meet those portraying famous people from America's past.
Free to the public, Freedom's Light offers several “stations” where
guests can meet with individuals portraying Joan of Arc, Christopher Columbus, May Flower Pilgrims, George Washington, John
Adams, Abigail Adams, Dolly Madison, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin
Franklin, and many others. Each station has a 20-minute presenta-

tion with Q&A. Guests rotate, meeting the individuals that interest
them most.
Hamburgers, Hot-dogs, Navajo Tacos, and other food items were
available for purchase, there is a bookstore/gift shop, a replica
printing press providing copies of famous patriotic documents.
Throughout the day a group of older youth provided an original
patriotic musical.
For Saturday's Family Day, the Utah SAR set up two canopies. Under one canopy was our
Utah SAR information
booth. SAR Intermountain
District Vice President
General, Bill Simpson
along with Utah SAR Vice
President, Doug McGregor and Compatriot Lyle
Gingery manned the
Utah SAR Information Booth
booth to answer questions
and offer a free “cursory genealogical patriot search”. Compatriot
Gingery also set up a Color Guard recruitment station, especially
hoping to find individuals interested in playing the fife. Bill also
brought his camera and took pictures throughout the day.
Under the other canopy was a special guest of the Utah SAR, Scott
Asay who in Continental Uniform brought his significant display of
“camp” items that would have belonged to a typical Continental Soldier. Next to the canopy was a replica
infantryman tent provided by Lyle.
Throughout the day the public interacted with Scott and learned about a
soldier’s life; he was supported by his
kind wife.
On the field was a replica Revolutionary War six-pound cannon provided
by Compatriot Gregg Hansen. Gregg
and his helpers fired off the cannon at
Continental Soldier Reenactor
Scott Asay
the top of each hour. Guests thrilled at
the KA-BOOM!!! and the sight of the fire and smoke. Gregg also
provided a display of Revolutionary War currency and talked with
the guests about coins,
script and the challenges
with money during the
war.
At the bottom of the hour,
members of the Color
Guard, led by Commander Jesse Black provided a
flintlock demonstration.
Utah SAR Compatriot Noah Black fires the cannon
The muskets were fired to
the excitement of the guests as they learned about the weapon
used by the Patriots to gain America's independence.
Also on display were several of the “Heroes of the American Revolution” posters, first unveiled and used at This Is The Place MonuContinued Page 9

Utah Patriot - 2021 - Issue 2

Page 9

Continued from Page 8

ment Heritage Park during Memorial Day.

Utah SAR Color Guard Commander Jesse Black leading flintlock demonstration

Color Guard Commander
Jesse Black led the uniformed members of the
Color Guard on parades
through the park, displaying the Betsy Ross flag.
Compatriots Kaledon
Grandy, Josh Elliott, Noah
Black, and Gregg Hansen
were joined by Scott Asay
as Kaledon beat out the

cadence on the drum.
Freedom's Light is an
event the Utah SAR is
happy to partner with.
Thousands of children and
hundreds of families benefit each year from this
patriotic program, as they
come to learn and remember why America is such a
great country, a country
deserving of our love and
patriotic support.

Utah SAR Color Guard parades through park

“The people of this country, alone, have formally and deliberately chosen a Government for themselves, and with open and uninfluenced consent, bound themselves
into a social compact. Here, no man proclaims his birth or wealth as a title to honorable distinction, or to sanctify ignorance and vice with the name of hereditary
authority. He who has most zeal and ability to promote public felicity, let him be the
servant of the public..”
― Samuel Adams: Speech “American Independence” August 1, 1776

Veterans Day Parade
The city of Layton held its annual Veterans Day Parade on Saturday, November 13. It was a beautiful day with a clear blue sky,
the crisp Fall air, yellow, orange, and red leaves yielding to the
gentle breeze, slowly floating to the ground below. There was a
large turnout with many parade entries. Some of the highlights
were vintage green WWII Army vehicles with men dressed in
WWII army uniforms; the Utah National Guard Band, several JROTC
groups, some with bands. Ben Lomond
High School had their bagpipe and
drum band playing. There were decorated trailers with the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, the American Legion,
and other Veteran groups.

(L to R): Gregg Hansen, Mark Asay,
Trent Grandy, and Scott Asay

Many motorcyclists rode in a group to
honor America's Veterans. And several
vintage automobiles were driven in
the parade including a 1927 Ford
police car; this is but a sampling of the
parade participants.

The Daughters of the American Revolution were well represented
with their float and the Utah Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution had a four-man color guard marching in the parade with
the iconic thirteen-star flag.
It was wonderful to hear spectators along the parade route shout
“Thank you!” over and over again. To see parents with their children, stand and put their hand over their heart each time a color
guard passed by with the American flag and then enthusiastically
applaud as the paraders went by. Those who came to the parade
were richly blessed with a reminder by Utah's Veterans of the importance and value of Freedom.
At the conclusion of the parade, at
12:30pm, a special ceremony was
held at Layton City's Vietnam Memorial Wall Replica, located at the far
north end of Layton Commons Park,
508 Constitution Circle. Carved on the
dark granite wall, in chronological
order, are names of every known
Vietnam War soldier who made the
supreme sacrifice.
Our thanks to Utah SAR Color Guard Trent Grandy (drummer), Scott Asay,
Mark Assay (men-at-arms), and
Commander Jesse Black for making all
Gregg Hansen (flag bearer)
of the color guard's parade arrangements. Utah Society President Trent Grandy, Compatriot Gregg
Hansen, Mark Asay and Scott Asay for providing color guard service and Vice President Doug McGregor for providing parade
shuttle service for the color guard.

Bluffdale Veterans Wall of Honor
Utah SAR Compatriots and Associates who donated to the Bluffdale
Veterans Cemetery Wall
of Honor will be pleased
to know the “plaque” was
purchased last Spring and
will soon become a part of
the Wall of Honor. Carvings are placed in chronological order of purchase,
one right after another on
a large piece of gray
Bluffdale Veterans Wall of Honor
granite tile. When the
granite tile is filled, it is mounted on the Wall of Honor. The Wall of
Honor process reminds us of the cemetery's rows upon rows of grave
monuments. As long as the Wall of Honor stands the following memorial to the Veterans buried at the cemetery will proclaim: “Utah Society Sons of the American Revolution Honor All Veterans From
1775 To Today Libertas Et Patria”.
The Board of Managers wishes to express our heartfelt thanks to all
donors who made this permanent memorial to America's Veterans
possible. The pandemic has prevented the completed carved tile from
being mounted, but when it is, you can see the Utah SAR Wall of Honor memorial message at: Utah Veterans Cemetery & Memorial Park,
17111 South Camp Williams Road, Bluffdale, Utah 84065, (801)
254-9036
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Utah SAR President’s Message
Greetings Fellow Compatriots and Associates,
Well, we made it through another crazy summer. What with the
heat and the drought and the continued precautions with the pandemic, it
has been another one for the record
books. It seems that by now the unusual has become the usual. I am however looking forward to the holidays. It’s
always a great time of year to reconnect with family and loved ones.
As a recap to the year, we have had
some very significant things happen as
well. For the most part we were able
to participate in some of the events
Utah SAR President Trent Grandy
that we missed out on last year. The
annual UT SAR Membership Meeting & Awards banquet, the Memorial Day event at “This Is The Place Park”, Utah State Capital
steps Declaration of Independence ceremony on Independence
Day, Freedoms Light Celebration on Constitution Day weekend, as
well as Americanism Youth Camp attendance in Lehi, Mountain
Green, and Midway. Additionally, the UT SAR color guard also
assisted with flag ceremonies and other duties at several other important events, including the Veterans Day Parade in Layton. If you
were able to attend some of these events with us, we are indeed
grateful to have had you along. If you missed out on any of them,
we would like to invite you to participate with us in celebrating
them again in the coming year. We thoroughly enjoy the comradery
we have had in sharing in some of the wonderful events of this
great organization.
One of the exciting outlooks for the coming year is the Washington
Birthday celebration banquet, which is scheduled for February 19th.
We will have one of our own, Jeffery McKenna, giving a presentation of a book he has written about Dr. Warren, one of the littleknown patriots of the Revolutionary War. He will also have the
book available at the event at a discounted price for your convenience. It will definitely be a must attend opportunity.
We have one more exciting bit of news out of the St. George area.
Some of our amazing compatriots have taken the initiative to organize a new chapter there. They are working hard to charter this
chapter and could use your support if you live in the vicinity. We
wish them all the best in this exciting project!
Now at this time of year we hope that you will consider renewing
your dues. It is through your patronage that we can continue the
fight against the awful tearing down of our country’s heritage. One
of our main goals is to remind people of what a wonder and blessing the founding of our country is, and the unalienable rights it affords to all of us. It is by way of the above-mentioned activities that
we can help keep a reminder of these things for ourselves and in
the public eye. We truly do appreciate your help in this. Also, we
have the opportunity currently to help assist with aiding our brave
veterans through your assistance in the Wreaths Across America
drive. Any additional donation you can make will assist our veter-

ans in this endeavor and will be greatly appreciated. For more
information you can contact our Past President Bill Simpson.
In closing, I wish to send you the gratitude and best wishes from our
Board of Managers. Thanks to all of you again for your continued
membership in this great society. I am looking forward to continuing
to work on your behalf with the wonderful members of our board
and meeting with you wherever possible. As always may the Lord
bless and keep you and our nation!
Yours in Liberty,
Trent Grandy
President, Utah SAR

Utah Society SAR Officers
Trenton G. Grandy, President
Douglas R. McGregor, Vice President
Larry D. Florence, Secretary / Treasurer
Gary A. England, Recording Secretary
Paul D. Nichols, Registrar / Genealogist
Wade C. Alexander, Chaplain
Regan G. Grandy, EdD., Historian
Paul L. Child Sr., DDS, National Trustee
William P.C. Simpson, Alternate Trustee
You can contact your state officers by going to our website,
UtahSocietySAR.org and from the Home page click the About Us on the
Menu bar, then Utah Society SAR Officers.
For Utah Patriot Newsletter contributions please contact our Utah
Patriot Editor.
To join our Facebook group go to: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/utahsocietysar

Report on the 2021 Annual Congress
In the city of Seattle, we heard there was turmoil and civil unrest. But
several miles away in the city
of Renton, 269 descendants of
those who were instrumental in
bringing about an independent nation of free people met
in early July to celebrate
America’s beginning and take
care of the organizations business at hand. Each July (about
Utah Society SAR President (3rd in line) stands
the second week) time, the
with other NSSAR Color Guard Members for the
President General’s review
National Society of the Sons of
the American Revolution (NSSAR) holds its annual Congress in a state
Continued next page

HOW TO CONTACT US:
Do you have an interest, a request or need? Please go to the website: www.UtahSocietySAR.org; In the menu bar click “Contact Us”. You can copy and paste the
Secretary's email address in your email "To", and send your message. If you have a Yahoo or Gmail email you can click the email address in blue to send an email.
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selected several years in advance. Most often, these meeting sites
are in the eastern states of the country. Having selected Renton, WA
for the 2021st Congress was a “once-in-a-lifetime” opportunity for
those of us living in the western states. The Utah Society SAR had two
of its members attend this year’s Congress: Utah Society President
Trent Grandy, and Utah Society Immediate Past-President Bill Simpson.
The venue for Congress was the Hyatt Regency Lake Washington,
located at the southern end of Lake Washington, which provided
spectacular views of the lake and Seattle, and was also located next
to one of Boeing’s assembly plants. Typically, the first few days of
Congress is for the general officers and executive committee to
meet.
On Saturday various tours are available to places of interest selected by the organizing state for an extra cost. Saturday evening the
Welcome Reception conducted by the host state was held at the
Museum of Flight with attendees eating dinner under a huge stealth
jet. The Memorial Service, conducted to honor those compatriots who
died in the previous year, is held on Sunday. Utah Society President,
and Color Guard Drummer, Trent Grandy joined in Continental Army
uniform with other uniformed Color Guard members from around the
country to participate in this solemn event.
The business of the Congress begins on Monday morning and goes
on through each day until Wednesday. During these meetings the
delegates selected from each state consider changes to the NSSAR
Constitution and Bylaws, using parliamentary procedures, and ultimately vote for any national officer position which is contested. A
Youth Awards Recognition luncheon is held on Monday to recognize
and honor the youth who have participated in the numerous youth award
programs. Monday evening is Awards
Night when the class of Minutemen are
inducted, and when the state and
chapters receive awards and recognition for their participation in NSSAR
competitions.
The most spectacular events are held
Tuesday and Wednesday nights, beginning with the President General’s
Utah Society SAR Immediate PastBanquet Tuesday night and then the
President Bill Simpson and wife
Sheila , installed as the 2021-2022 Installation Banquet Wednesday night.
Vice President General,
Utah SAR Immediate Past-President Bill
Intermountain District
Simpson was installed as the 20212022 Vice President General, Intermountain District. You can read
more about the 2021 Congress in the Summer issue of The SAR Magazine.
Savannah, Georgia is the location of the 2022 Congress. With its
rich history and spectacular scenery, this might provide you with a
great opportunity to combine a nice vacation with your attending
Congress.

24th of July Parade Service
Each year on the 24th of
July, Cottonwood Heights
holds their annual “Butlerville
Days”. With a small-town
feel, the community gathers
together to have a carnival,
arts and crafts vendors, a car
show, a movie in the park,
fireworks, and a parade!
Under the coordination of
Utah Society SAR Color Guard (front): Noah Black,
Color Guard Commander
Color Guard Commander Jesse Black; (middle):
Jesse Black, the town's invita- Josh
Elliott, Gregg Hansen; (rear) Society President
tion was accepted, and the
and Drummer, Trent Grandy
color guard provided parade
spectators a living reminder of those who gave their all for the attainment of America's freedom and liberty. Our thanks to Color
Guardsmen: Jesse Black, Noah Black, Josh Elliott, Trent Grandy,
Gregg Hansen, and Bill Simpson, who provided parade shuttle service.

Photo Montage
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Let us who are Sons of the American Revolution rely upon the goodness of the
cause, and the aid of the Supreme Being, in whose hands victory is, to animate
and encourage us to great and noble action.
--General Orders, 2021-22

